Population profile: According to census data, the MASSR was an overwhelmingly rural autonomous republic, with less than seven per cent of its population living in urban areas even at the end of the 1930s. 6 The major ethnic groups in Mordoviya ASSR in the 1930s
were Russians (60 per cent), Mordvins (34 per cent) and Tartars (4 per cent). (hereafter BSE).
6 Vsesoyuznaya perepis ' naseleniya 1939 ' naseleniya goda: osnovnye itogi (Moscow, 1992 Sistema ispravitel'no-trudovykh lagerei v SSSR, 1923 -1960 (Moscow, 1998 pp. 478-9.
Ryazan'-Pot'ma railway and the Unzhe-Vetluzhskaya branch line. 9 A locally-administered camp system was established by the Mordovian NKVD in 1937, but the number of prisoners never exceeded 4050, and its activities were continually overshadowed by the presence of Temlag.
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The Mordoviya Pamyat':
This 'victim study' of Mordoviya is based on Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) , from which we have taken the title of this study. The printed handbook was compiled from the data accumulated during the processes of rehabilitation conducted in
Mordoviya from 1989 to 1999, and was edited by the then Procurator of the Republic of Mordoviya, P. E. Sen'kin. As part of the rehabilitation process in 1989-99, 8142 archived criminal files were opened for investigation, and 9310 individuals were rehabilitated by the procurator. 11 A number of other individuals listed in the Mordoviya Pamyat' had been rehabilitated earlier, bringing the total number of entries in the published volume to 9380.
According to its summary table, the Mordoviya Pamyat' lists the names of 1177 individuals who were subject to the 'highest order of punishment', that is execution. Those who were executed, therefore, accounted for around 12.5 per cent of those subject to political repression in the Mordoviya region during the entire period covered by the volume .
12 9 Ibid.
10 Ibid., p. 535.
11 For a preliminary analysis of the number of victims of political repression in Mordoviya by raion, sex, social status, organisation responsible for the repression, and sentence, see P. E.
Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) p. 681.
12 Sen'kin, Pamyat', p. 681. Our totals differ slightly from those offered in the published source.
In a few cases, Sen'kin points out, only the names of the individuals involved were evident and it proved impossible to reconstruct any details about their background or lives for the published volume. There are a number of other limitations to the data listed in the publication. Some individuals were arrested and released without charge on the same day.
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Others (possibly through editorial oversight) are listed twice in the source for the same offence. 14 Some of the entries list two or more offences by one individual. 15 Not all of the entries provide the date of conviction. Occasionally, the Pamyat' includes the names of those arrested before Stalin came to power or after his death.
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Source content and limitations:
The Mordoviya Pamyat' details the following information in its fullest entries: name; date of birth (from which we are able to calculate age at the time of conviction); place of birth and residence; party membership; occupation (by which we are able to determine social status); marital status and number of children; date of conviction; organisation responsible for conducting the trial; statute of the criminal code under which the individual was charged;
sentence; and date of rehabilitation. Our analysis of the Mordoviya Pamyat' in this chapter is based on these four categories of data. Given the chronological focus of the first two categories, we pay only limited attention in this study, therefore, to the processes of political repression in Mordoviya that took place before Stalin came to power or during and after the Second World War.
1929-1933:
In this section we analyse the data available in the Mordoviya Pamyat' about the victims of political repression during the years of collectivisation and dekulakisation. The Central Volga region, which included Mordoviya, was considered to be one of the most important grain- Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
Analysis of the Database for 1929-33:
Our Age: The date of birth is available for 4221 entries of this dataset. The ages of those sentenced ranged between 15 and 81 years. The mean age for both men and women taken together was 45.8 years. Over two thirds (69 per cent) of those included in this dataset were over 40 years of age. 15.6 per cent (657 individuals) were over 60 years of age.
Marital Status: Data are available on the marital status of 3092 of the entries in this dataset. 86.6 per cent of all those convicted were married. A considerable difference between the sexes is notable in terms of the marital status of those convicted. Nearly 94 per cent of men were married (or are noted in the database as married because they had children), and just under six per cent were listed in the source as single. However, only one third (32.5 per cent) of the women who were convicted were married (or are presumed married), and almost two thirds (61.9 per cent) were single. 20 women (of the 360 for whom data on marital status are available) were listed as widows. This is equivalent of 5.6 per cent of all of the women who were arrested in this period, whereas only 0.4 per cent of men are recorded as widowers.
Marriage and motherhood appear to have offered women as substantial degree of protection in these years. 2221 individuals in this dataset are listed as parents. Three of the women are listed as single parents. Five widows and two widowers were also parents, with a total of 13 children between them.
Number of Children:
The arrests made during this period had considerable further repercussions. A total of 7628 children were directly affected by the arrest of at least one of their parents. Some may have been affected by the arrest of both.
Residency: According to the data available on residency, arrests were made throughout Mordoviya. However, the highest single proportion of convictions (8.7 per cent) was of those listed as inogorodnie (non-permanent residents). These were people who had come to Mordoviya from outside of the republic. The regional capital, Saransk, was home to only 1.6 per cent of the victims. Political repression in Mordoviya in the years 1929 to 1933
was an overwhelmingly rural phenomenon.
Communist Party membership:
In this dataset, only four people are listed as being members of the Communist Party. These were all male students of between 20 and 25 years of age. They were all sentenced on the same day (10 January 1931) under Article 58-11 of the criminal code, used against those who were charged with being members of counterrevolutionary organisations. All of them were imprisoned, with sentences ranging from one to eight years. proportions. Most of the women who were convicted were either listed as independent peasants (59.1 per cent) or as religious personnel (22.9 per cent). Just over one in ten of the women arrested was in white-collar employment, with the majority of these of these (45 individuals) listed in the source as 'housewife'. per cent of all of those who were sentenced in these years had to serve more than three years' imprisonment, which usually entailed incarceration in a corrective-labour camp anywhere in the Soviet Union. The longest custodial sentence imposed was for 12 years. Sentences of ten or more years were given to 341 people. Not all cases resulted in imprisonment, however, and various other punishments were applied. 269 individuals were released without sentence. Of all those freed, 98 individuals had originally been given a custodial sentence, but were deemed to have already served their time in the period spent between arrest and sentencing. Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
1934-1936:
During the so-called 'three good years' from 1934 to 1936, the rate of economic development in the Mordoviya autonomous republic consistently fell below both national and regional levels. Numerous industrial construction projects were initiated, but they were primarily for the expansion of secondary industries dedicated to the processing of local raw materials.
Although agriculture remained the bedrock of the MASSR economy, both the local and (1918-1972gg.) imposed, and so we have no way of telling if these people were imprisoned, executed or released, and we have shaped our analysis accordingly. In such cases, the distinction between arrest and conviction is important, but this information is not recorded in the printed source.
Mordovskaya partiinaya organizattsiya v dokumentakh i tsifrakh
Seven individuals are recorded as having died whilst in custody and, for the sake of analysis,
we have included these along with those who were executed.
Sex ratios: it now goes without saying that the victims of political repression in the Soviet Union under Stalin -those arrested during the various waves of the purges and those imprisoned in the labour camps -were overwhelmingly male. In Mordoviya ASSR, 91 per cent of those arrested in 1937-38 were men, and men were an even higher proportion -over 96 per cent -of those who were executed in these years. Men had more active and visible public roles, they were more likely to occupy leadership roles or hold positions of responsibility, they were more likely to be taken seriously if they voiced their opposition to the regime and it was regarded as more subversive when they did so. protection against arrest for men than it did for women. 91.3 per cent of the men arrested were married, but the equivalent figure for women was only 53.3 per cent. On the other hand, therefore, being single was far more 'risky' for a woman than it was for a man. 44.3 per cent of the women who were arrested were single, but only 7.7 per cent of the men were listed as unmarried. Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
Number of children:
Sentencing data: This dataset records convictions taking place in the years 1937 and 1938, at the height of the Great Terror. 123 arrests were made in the first half of 1937.
Thereafter, the peak periods for convictions were the months from August to December 1937
and May 1938. Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
Details of the sentence are available for 2411 entries in the 1937-38 dataset. Almost two thirds (65 per cent) of those convicted were given custodial sentences (ranging between 6 months and 15 years). 773 individuals (32 per cent) were sentenced to execution; a further 7 died in custody. The remainder were exiled, given some form of probation or released without charge. Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
The majority of cases during 1937-38 (62.6 per cent) were tried by the NKVD troika, which was responsible for sentencing 577 individuals to execution. This is equivalent to almost three quarters of all capital sentences issued in these years. Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
Executions in Mordoviya ASSR, 1918-1951:
In this Source: estimated from data in P. E. Sen'kin, Pamyat': zhertvy politicheskikh repressii (Saransk, 2000) .
Each of the execution waves listed above had its own specific identity. Information on the early Civil War period remains sketchy in the printed source, but it is apparent that those executed in these years were convicted either for direct participation in anti-Bolshevik movements or for their former employment in the tsarist police service. Political repression during the years of collectivisation and dekulakisation was aimed overwhelmingly at the rural peasant population. Rural areas demonstrated the strongest adherence to traditional religious beliefs, and many surviving religious communities were located outside of the urban centres.
The persecution of religious personnel is directly reflected in the statistics.
A change in the social profile of those who were sentenced to execution took place during the period of the Great Terror, when white-collar workers and Communist Party members increasingly became the targets of political repression. Almost one third of those executed in 1937-38 were white-collar workers. However, the proportion of independent peasants (24.7 per cent), kolkhoz peasants (13.8 per cent) and religious personnel (13.8 per cent) amongst those who were executed in 1937 and 1938 remained high.
The relative lack of information for 1918-19 is repeated during the confusion of the early years of the Second World War (particularly 1941-43) , when the social background of 60 per cent of those who were executed is not detailed in the printed source. The increase in the proportion of women amongst those who were executed in these years most probably reflects the fact that many men had already left the region for the frontline. It is also interesting to note that an increasing number of single people were targeted in these years.
In addition to receiving the death sentence, 85 people (7.1 per cent) also had their property confiscated, mainly during the period of the Great Terror. Of these, one quarter were Communist Party members, most of whom had occupied positions of responsibility within the republic.
Women in Mordoviya:
The total number of women listed in our database of the Mordoviya Pamyat' is 1271. This is equivalent to just under 14 per cent of all of the entries listed in the printed source, and just over 17 per cent of the total number of entries contained in our database. A total of 79 women were sentenced to execution. 44 of these convictions were made during the war years . Data on the social status of women who were executed is available in only 37 cases. Of these, over 45 per cent (17 in total) were independent peasants.
In contrast, only one kolkhoznitsa was executed. Almost 19 per cent of the women who were executed were religious personnel, and just over 16 per cent were white-collar workers. 
